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One of the challenges of any newsletter is that the lead time required to design, print,
and deliver the piece often means late breaking or time sensitive items can not be
included. I was hoping to be commenting in this issue on the spirited debate of the
Climate Security Act of 2008. Unfortunately, the bill did not make it very far — but
considering that there was denial of the existence of Global Warming within portions of
our government not that long ago, it is an indication of how far the issue has progressed.

While the recent Climate Security Act did not even have a chance for debate on the
Senate floor, another important bill, H.R. 5756, is working its way through the House of
Representatives. This legislation will reauthorize the existing Neotropical Migratory Bird
Conservation Act (NMBCA) at a higher level. Introduced by U.S. Representatives Ron
Kind (D-WI) and Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD), NMBCA is the only federal grant program
dedicated to the conservation of migratory birds throughout the hemisphere.

The reauthorization bill proposes an increase in maximum funding from $6 million to
$20 million. Although a small sum by federal government standards, these grants will
require a 3:1 match from outside sources. This means that up to $80 million a year may be
dedicated to migratory bird conservation throughout the Americas. NMBCA has a proven
track-record of success, having supported 225 projects in 44 U.S. states/territories and 34
other countries since its inception in 2002. More than $21 million in migratory bird
conservation grants have leveraged over $97 million in required matching partner
contributions. 

If you love our summer visitors as much as I do, and want to help ensure that they are
here for future generations to enjoy, I encourage you to contact your federal
representatives and let them know how you feel.

Thanks,
Jim
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About Our Cover
Hummingbirds are usually pretty busy, but Brian Shema caught this female Ruby-
throated Hummingbird during a pause in the action.  Check out page xx for Brian’s
article on migration.

Jim Bonner, ASWP Executive Director

For up-to-the minute info on events, as well as a full-color version of the Bulletin, visit
us on-line at aswp.org. 

ASWP.org



Get a closer look!
Check out our large selection

of quality binoculars
•Brunton

•Bushnell

•Swift
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Pull on the work gloves
We need your help! Join us for a day of work at either Beechwood Farms or Todd
Nature Reserves. Help remove invasive plant species, pick up trash along our
adjacent adopted highways, and make other improvements in and around our
reserves. No special skills required. Tools, refreshments, and special store
discounts provided. Just bring gloves and a friend.
Saturday, July 26th - 9:00 am–2:00 pm at both locations.
If you just love to pull weeds, and would like a more flexible schedule, we have
just the project—our Backyard Habitat Area! Call Trisha at 412-963-6100 ext. 24,
or email toneill@aswp.org for details. 
Time traveler
Like History? Like Research? Like Playing Detective? We’re looking for a few
people to help us research items from Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania’s
past. Some work must be completed at Beechwood, while others can be done at
home. For more information, contact Jim Bonner at 412-963-6100 ext. 11.
AppleJamm!
AppleJamm is Coming! We need your clothes! Last year over 300 scarecrows were
created during the day. We need long pants, long-sleeved shirts, and hats. Clothes
can be dropped off at the barn during regular business hours. No after hours
drop-offs, please.
We are also looking for folks interested in helping fill various roles on the day of
AppleJamm—September 27.  For details, or to volunteer call 412-963-6100.
Volunteer Naturalist Training
Mondays, September 8–October 13,  9:30 am–2:30 pm

Spread the love of nature around! Join our dedicated crew of volunteer naturalists
to lead school students on field trips to Beechwood. No experience or prior
knowledge necessary, only enthusiasm for nature and children. Visit our
Naturalist Page at www.aswp.org/naturalist to read more and download the
application materials, or call 412-963-6100 ext. 20 or email Scott at
sdetwiler@aswp.org.

Get Involved

Summer Hours
9 am–7 pm Tues

9 am–5 pm Wed–Sat
1 pm–5 pm Sunday

The Audubon

Nature Store
Your source for outdoor products!

Beechwod Farms 
Nature Reserve

Fox Chapel

aswp.org · 412-963-6100

We’re pleased to announce that this year’s Todd Summer Naturalist is Amanda
Trapp from Valencia. Amanda is an 8th grade teacher at Mars Middle School and
an ASWP alum — she was an environmental education intern in 2004. Amanda is
a graduate of Chatham College, with both a B.S. in Environmental Science and an
M.A. in teaching. This summer, she’ll be leading hikes and programs at Todd
Nature Reserve, including NatureFest on August 2. Be sure to stop in and say
hello!

10% off all
Optics

Audubon Center for

Native Plants

Come see what’s blooming!
Fall Plant Sale

Saturday, September 6
9 am–2 pm

•Receive discounts and expert
advice on native plants

•Proceeds support ASWP

aswp.org · 412-963-6100  

Todd Nature Reserve 2008 Summer Naturalist
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Migration: Why Do It?

The annual migration is rife with obstacles.  Birds contend
with having to cross large bodies of water under less than ideal
conditions, towering skyscrapers with reflective glass, power
lines and wind turbines, even the absences of familiar stopover
habitats that have been wiped from the earth’s surface.  

Our attempts at understanding bird migration date back at
least to the days of Aristotle, the first natural historian to write
about this feat as a factual, observable occurrence. Aristotle was
a very astute observer, and he noticed that the disappearance of
some species at certain times of year coincided with the re-
appearance of other species.  This led to his theory of
transmutation — the process by which one bird, such as a
redstart, transforms into another — a robin. In Aristotle’s day,
the molt process was not understood. So it’s possible that the
molting redstarts, migrating south for winter, could easily have
been mistaken for robins which were just arriving from the
north.

Other explanations, such as underwater avian hibernation,
were no more plausible,  but they do illustrate our fascination
with the seemingly inexplicable:  Why travel thousands of
miles, at great risk?  Isn’t it easier to stay in one spot all year?  

From the biological standpoint, a dramatic change occurs in

Mi · gra · tion (n.) The mass unidirectional movement of a population during a specific timeframe and during
which time normal behavioral traits may be subdued.

It truly is a remarkable thing when you think about it — tiny feathered creatures
traveling thousands of miles each year in search of breeding or wintering grounds.
Consider the Ruby-throated Hummingbird, who weighs in at a tenth of an ounce, and
travels up to 2,000 miles each spring and fall. Today, the annual bird migration is one
of the most studied and most anticipated feats of the natural world. 

temperate climates during the spring and summer months.
Fruits and insects explode in abundance (think of all of those
tiny caterpillars that invade your cherry trees).  By traveling
thousands of miles, migrants from the tropics gain food and
space resources which are critical for rearing their nestlings.
Likewise, the fall migration occurs as a result of shortened
daylength and changing ambient temperatures. Although these
birds could easily survive the cooler temperatures (and tiny
birds like kinglets and chickadees regularly do), most migrants
rely on food resources that are unavailable, or greatly
diminished during winter in a temperate climate. 

So, how does a bird know when to depart?. It’s believed that
internal stimuli increase prior to the migration period. These
stimuli, in the form of hormones, are likely influenced by
daylength or seasonal changes in atmospheric events. Birds
begin to binge feed, fattening up for the journey ahead. They
then congregate in flocks and wait for favorable weather
conditions. So, while birds are being coaxed by their internal
clocks, the exact departure of the flock is likely a decision made
by the birds themselves.

After birds have departed and during periods of inclement
weather, they may still continue to travel. Wind direction

continued on page 5
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Ask the Naturalist

determines a number of things about their flights. For example,
a north wind is not a favorable wind direction for migration.
However, the birds’ desire to continue outweighs the additional
energy needed to fly into the wind. To compensate, birds fly at
lower altitudes using mountains and canyons as wind blocks.
They also typically travel shorter distances during these
conditions. On the other hand, south winds provide a helping
hand to migrating birds. During these conditions, birds fly at
high altitudes to take full advantage of the tailwind. Most birds
fly at altitudes ranging from 1,000-5,000 feet during migration.
Some ducks have been described at altitudes exceeding 20,000
feet.  

Birds of prey, swallows, and crows migrate by day.
Waterfowl migrate both day and night and most songbirds
migrate under the moon and stars.  While migrating in
darkness presents many challenges, these birds are too small to
store enough fat for the entire journey, so taking advantage of
daytime feeding is a must.  Some birds, such as larger
shorebirds and waterfowl make non-stop journeys, traveling up
to tens-of-thousands of miles in a single flight. They store over
half of their body weight in fat in preparation for their flight.

Q: Is it illegal to kill a praying mantis?
One’s first encounter with a praying mantis can be quite

memorable. I can still picture the place — the yard of a distant
family friend — where as a child I first had eye contact with a
mantis. I did not know what it was but I knew it was
something to be reckoned with. There must be some prey-
species instinct that triggers even in humans when we come
face to face with one of these small but impressive predators.
In an instant we are reminded that nature can be a dangerous
place. Surely that mantis must be thinking, “Hmm, if I could
only…nah, it’ll never work. Probably tastes bitter anyway,”
before it moves on to more manageable species.

Given our natural fight-or-flight reaction to menacing
creatures, it is a curious anomaly that somehow the urban
legend has developed that it is illegal to kill a praying mantis
— with a supposed $50 fine associated with it. It is only a
legend, though. There neither is, nor has there been, any law
protecting praying mantids.

They are certainly valuable, though, as the predators of
insects, including many agricultural pests. While we have

several native species, the biggest mantids in our area are
often an Asian species introduced in the late 1800s as a
natural predator. Perhaps after purchasing mantids, a farmer
would tell his kids not to kill the unusual creature in order to
protect his investment, and the legend grew from there. But
this is only speculation.

They start life inside the dried foam egg case laid in fall by
the adult. On a warm day in mid-spring (or a warm
windowsill in winter, if you collect one unknowingly) they
hatch — hundreds emerging from the egg case over the
course of a few hours. Many times, other predators lay in
wait, especially bugs and spiders ready for a quick meal. The
mantids will eat each other readily, as well.

The tiny mantids are wingless, but otherwise perfect
miniature replicas of the adults. They disperse into the field
to seek their fortunes for the summer. We won’t notice them
again until the few surviving full-grown adults perch atop the
bushes in late summer, patiently sizing us up.
Submitted by Scott Detwiler, Environmental Educator

The theory of orientation and navigation is the most
astounding part of the whole scenario, and one that we are just
beginning to understand.  Daytime migrants benefit from visual
cues during their journeys, such as rivers, mountains, and even
the sun.  But even young birds that have never migrated before
are able to determine the correct direction to travel, though they
may not know how far to go.  Birds also use electromagnetic
tools that enable them to determine the differing “strengths” of
the earth’s magnetic field according to latitudinal changes during
their migration.  Once a bird has completed its journey, a
secondary “mapping” tool is established.  Whether the bird
remembers various landmarks, or the varying strengths of the
magnetic field, it is now able to develop its own individual
course map for future journeys. 

So it is with our changing seasons that we enjoy hundreds of
species of birds on their treacherous journey to and from summer
breeding grounds.  It is an almost unimaginable journey, but one
that is made each and every year.  They will be coming to a
habitat near you this September. 
Contributed by Brian Shema, ASWP Director of Conservation

Migration...continued from page 4
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Upcoming Events

All events take place at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve,  or Todd Nature Reserve, as noted.   
Call 412-963-6100 to make reservations.

on the trails at Todd
Saturday Walks at Todd Nature Reserve
July 5, 12, 19, 26 
August 9, 16, 23
Patrol the reserve on an exhilarating morning hike with our Todd
Naturalist. 
Free
9:00 am 

Treasure Hunt at Todd Nature Reserve
Sunday, July 13
Build your map, compass and orienteering skills on a nature treasure
hunt throughout the reserve. Reservations requested.
$2 members; $5 nonmembers
2:00–4:00 pm

Stream Hike at Todd Nature Reserve
Sunday, July 20
Get your feet wet as you discover the flora and fauna that thrive in and
around the water.  Participants must bring creek shoes. Reservations
requested.
$2 members; $5 nonmembers
2:00–4:00 pm

Tracking By Ear at Todd
Wednesday, July 30
Explore the world of crepuscular and nocturnal animals, and learn to
distinguish species by their sounds. Reservations requested.
$2 members; $5 nonmembers
8:00–10:00 pm

Babes in the Woods
Meadow Meanderings
Wednesday, July 2
Play in nature is being recognized as an important part of a
childhood development and well-being.  Parents and
toddlers will delight in using sight, sound, touch and smell
to discover meadow life.  Strollers/Baby Backpacks
welcome. Reservations requested.
$2 members; $5 per nonmember pair; 
ages 3 and under with parent or guardian 
10:00–11:00 am

Babes in the Woods: Water Wanders
Wednesday, August 6
Play in nature is being recognized as an important part of a
childhood development and well-being.  Parents and
toddlers will delight in using sight, sound, touch and smell
to discover ponds.  Strollers/Baby Backpacks welcome.
Reservations requested.
$2 members; $5 per nonmember pair; ages 3 and under
with parent or guardian 
10:00–11:00 am

Fledglings:
Fledglings Mini Camp
Tuesday, August 19 through Thursday August 21
Camp isn’t just for older kids—it’s for Fledglings too!
Please join us for three fun-filled mornings as we hike,
snack, create and discover our way around Beechwood
Farms.  Each day will have a different theme, with exciting
and fun activities based on the natural world!  You won’t
want to miss it! Camp is for children 3-5 years of age, with
parent or caregiver.  Reservations requested. 
$35 per member pair; $45 per nonmember pair
10:00 am–12:00 pm each day

little ones

Todd Nature Reserve. Photo Erika Eggemeyer
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ASWP Events

adults/educators
Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club: 
Craft Workshop
Tuesday, July 15
Artists can use mushrooms in many crafting projects.  WPMC’s
workshop committee will lead you through a special craft!
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
7:00 pm

The Virtual Trillium Trail 
Tuesday, July 22
What if you could fly over your favorite park, and explore the
ecosystem from any vantage point that you wished? What if you
could touch a flower, and instantly learn its role in the forest, or its
medicinal uses? Come and learn how the Trillium Trail is being
used in a computer simulation for environmental education. Go on
a highly interactive virtual exploration of one of Fox Chapel’s most
famous parks, and see how the combination of biological data and
proven educational approaches offers an ideal real-world-based
learning experience.  Maria C.R. Harrington — who created The
Virtual Trillium Trail  as part of her dissertation research in
Information Science at the University of Pittsburgh — will present
this truly unique, and visually stunning program, and discuss her
on-going research and its application to learning in informal
settings.  Participants will have the opportunity to explore The
Virtual Trillium Trail during the event. This is a great opportunity
for parents, teachers, and all interested community members.
Free 
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
7:00 pm

Native Versus Invasive at Todd Nature
Reserve
Sunday, July 27
Discover the fascinating natural histories of both native and
invasive plants.  Learn about their impacts on the natural
ecosystem. Reservations requested.
$2 members; $5 nonmembers
2:00–4:00 pm

Pond Dipping at Todd Nature Reserve
Sunday, August 10
Explore the chemistry and biology of the pond habitat.
Participants should wear shoes that can get muddy. Reservations
requested.
$2 members; $5 nonmembers
Todd Nature Reserve, Sarver, Butler County
2:00 pm–4:00 pm

Wednesday Walks at Beechwood
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
August 6, 13, 20, 27
Explore our footpaths with ASWP naturalists.
Free
9:00 am

Nature Journaling at Todd Nature Reserve
Sunday, July 6
Hear inspirational passages from the journals of various wildlife
writers, and experience nature journaling for yourself.  All
materials will be provided.
Ages: All
$2 members; $5 nonmembers
2:00–4:00 pm

Understanding and Exploring Watersheds
and Wetlands 
Tuesday, July 8 through Friday, July 11
Watersheds and wetlands are ecologically important systems,
and can serve as a thematic learning tool for integrating
environment and ecology concepts into your curriculum. This
4-day content-deepening seminar utilizes two PDE-approved
curriculum guides:  WOW!  The Wonders of Wetlands, and Project Wet
Curriculum and Activity Guide (both of which are supplied to you
as part of the course). The workshop will provide background
information on the properties of water and the water cycle.
You’ll study the structure, function and ecological importance
of watersheds and wetlands, both locally and worldwide. In
addition, you’ll “immerse” yourself in the aquatic habitats of
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve and St. Vincent’s
Environmental Education Center. Participants should dress for
the outdoors and bring a bag lunch each day (Grades 4-12).
Designed for K-12 educators and interested adults.
8:30 am–4:30 pm
Visit aiu3.net for information and registration

Adult EcoSeries at Beechwood: 
Aquatic Macroinvertebrates
Saturday, July 12
Discover the structure, function and ecology of these important
aquatic organisms.  Learn how to sample and identify species in
the field and analyze your findings against the health of the
ecosystem.  Reservations requested.
$2 members; $5 nonmembers
10:00 am–12:00 pm

continued on next page

Programs take place at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve or Todd Nature Reserve, as noted. 
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ASWP Events

all ages
Programs take place at either Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, 
or Todd Nature Reserve, as marked. 

NatureFest at Todd Nature Reserve
Saturday, August 2
Join us for a fun-filled day of free nature programs and activities for
the entire family!  Come early, come late, or stay all day.  Pack a
picnic lunch and bring a reusable cup for beverages at the cabin.  A
complete schedule of activities can be found at aswp.org .
Free
8:00 am–10:00 pm  

Rustic Overnight at Todd Nature Reserve
Saturday, August 2 through Sunday, August 3
Spend quality time with family and friends while camping under
the stars. Cook over an open fire, participate in naturalist-led
activities, and enjoy campfire programming.  Fee includes dinner,
snacks, and continental breakfast.  Participants supply camping
equipment, clothing and toiletries.  Bring your own tent, or rent
one from ASWP. Note: there is no running water or flush toilets at
Todd Nature Reserve. Program for adults and children over 6 years
of age. Reservations requested.
$35 per member pair; $85 per nonmember pair
3:00 pm (Sat)–10:00 am (Sun)

Family WalkAbout at Beechwood: 
Owl Pellets
Sunday, August 17
Hit the trails in search of these signs that owls leave behind.  You
will have a chance to break open real pellets to discover what’s on
the owl menu!  Reservations requested.
$2 members $5 nonmember
2:00– 4:00 pm

Nature Games at Todd Nature Reserve
Sunday, August 24
Join us for fun and educational nature games for the whole family!
Reservations requested.
$2 members; $5 nonmembers
2:00–4:00 pm

Family WalkAbout at Beechwood:
Watershed Hike 
Sunday, July 13
Follow a drop of water through the water cycle, with stops at our
pond, streams and wetlands. Reservations requested.
$2 members; $5 nonmembers
2:00–4:00 pm

Adult EcoSeries at Beechwood: 
Full Moon Hike
Saturday, August 16
Greet the full moon as we learn about the adaptations of
nocturnal animals. Along the way, we’ll explore humans’
relationship to night.  Reservations requested.
$2 members; $5 nonmembers 
8:00–10:00 pm

Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club: 
Foray in the Grocery Store
Tuesday, August 19
Featured speakers are Mark Spear and Jim Tunney, Club
Cultivation Experts.
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
7:00 pm

Mini Beasts of Todd Nature Reserve
Sunday, August 17
Discover the wonderful world of arthopods!  Learn what makes
this group of animals the most successful on earth! Reservations
requested.
2 members; $5 nonmembers
2:00–4:00 pm

Owl Prowl at Todd Nature Reserve
Wednesday, August 20
Learn about the behaviors and calls of owls as we try to spot them
in their natural habitats. Reservations requested.
$2 members; $5 nonmembers
8:00–10:00 pm

adults/educators con’t
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Annual Event
We had quite a few distinguished awardees at this year’s Annual Event. Some have been a familiar part of ASWP’s  rich heritage, while others are exciting new friends.
Clockwise from top right: Paul King and Davitt Woodwell of Pennsylvania Environmental Council accepted the Trustee award, while Dan Fales offered moral support;
Paul g. Wiegman definitely won Best Dressed with his stylish headgear, but  he was awarded a Lifetime Membership for his years of service to ASWP from his
instrumental role during the formative years of Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, to his present-day service on our Board of Trustees; Audrey Aubrecht (far left) was
our Betty Abbott award winner for excellence in teaching, while Jaclyn Wasco (far right, with her mom) was one of our Beulah Frey scholarship awardees; Lifetime
Membership awardee, volunteer extraordinaire, and dear friend ASWP, Betsey Owens is flanked by W.E.Clyde Todd Awardee Bob Mulvihill and his wife Pam Ferkett;
and Beulah Frey scholarship winner Jason McCrea will be heading off to Penn State this fall to pursue his studies. Congratulations to all of our recipients. 
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As a non-profit organization, ASWP, like any other business, needs to
take care of today and tomorrow. One of the ways we do this is through
appeals in which we ask our members and friends for financial support. 

New this year, our Summer Appeal is designed to measure how
members and friends value ASWP’s existing programs and initiatives.  

The summer appeal will allow donors to designate how they’d like to
see their donation being used, based on selection of the following:

• Al Bircher Fund — for support of Todd Nature Reserve
• Ruth Boyles Endowment — for support of Education Efforts
• Beulah Frey Scholarship Fund — Financial Scholarships for College

Students
• Shannon’s Camp Fund — Summer Camp Scholarships
• ASWP Endowment — This fund is used to generate income to

supplement our General Operating expenses and as a contingency
for emergencies and special needs.

• General Operating (Current) — These donations provide ongoing
support to cover ASWP’s cost of doing business. This includes
everything from staff salaries, utilities, maintenance, repairs, office
equipment, phones, postage, etc.

For more information on the Summer Appeal, please contact Joel Anne
Sweithelm, Director of Development, at 412-963-6100 or
jsweithelm@aswp.org.

Watch your mailbox!memorials

recognition

John “Jack” Murdy III
Ken and Sandi Murdy

L. Dow Moore
Ethlyn Moore Family

Joanne Blose
John and Barbara Yaunt

Mrs. George (Elsie) Follansbee
Mrs. Daniel (Beth) Benckart
Mrs. Walter E. Reineman, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. E. R. Owens

Edward E. Rieck
Jess and Betsey Owens
Mrs. Walter E. Reineman, Jr.

James S. Beckwith  III
Jess and Betsey Owens
Mrs. Walter E. Reineman, Jr.

James Harrison
John and Helen Bird
Clifford and Marilyn Crain

Steve Piskor
Piccadilly Herb Club

Norma Rees
Town & Country Garden Club

Farley and Josh Whetzel
Dan and Nancy Fales 
Helen Mathieson

Jim Bonner
Dotty Beckwith

Danforth Fales
Jane D. Wentling

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve 
412-963-6100 · aswp.org

Get to the Core of Family Fun

September 29 
10 am–4 pm
Scarecrow making, live music, apple
cider, candy apples, and activities for
the whole family.
Admission is Free
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ASWP Gratefully Acknowledges the
Generous Support Received from the

Following Corporations, 
Foundation, and Trust Funds

$35,000
Laurel Foundation

$25,000 
Fox Chapel District Association

$15,000–$24,999
Allegheny Regional Asset District 
Clapp Charitable & Educational Trust
Western PA Watershed 

Program/Community Foundation for 
the Alleghenies

$5,000–$10,000
Dominion Foundation and Matching Gift 

Program
Equitable Resources Foundation
The Florence Boyer Foundation
Giant Eagle Foundation
Hawksglen Foundation
Henry C. Frick Educational Fund of the Buhl 

Foundation
H.J. Heinz Company Foundation
pair Networks, Inc.
PPG Industries Foundation and Gift 

Matching Program
Reliant Energy Foundation
Remmel Foundation through PNC Charitable 

Trust Grant Review Committee
Rockwell Foundation
Roy A. Hunt Foundation
Schugar Charitable Trust

$2,500–$4,999
UPMC Health Plan

$1,000–$2,499
Armstrong Cement & Supply Corporation
BNY Mellon Financial Corporation Fund – Gift 

Matching Program
Conservation Council of the Fox Chapel Area
Michael Baker Corporation
NiSource/Columbia Gas of PA
Piccadilly Herb Club
The Techs

$500–$999
Amshel Charitable Foundation
Casey Equipment Corporation
Fox Chapel Area Rotary
H.L. Zeve Associates, Inc
Norman C. Ray Trust
Respironics, Inc

$250–$499
Desai Family Fund of The Pittsburgh 

Foundation
Ericsson, Inc. Matching Gifts Program
L.E. Sommer & Sons Seville
Moore Family Fund of the Pittsburgh Foundation
Wild Birds Unlimited

Membership

Support ASWP By Becoming a Member
or Purchasing a Gift Membership

Your Name_______________________________ Email___________________
Address_____________________________________ City__________________
State ________ Zip______________ Phone________________________________________
Employer (for matching gifts)___________________________________________________
*If this is a Gift Membership, please complete above section and the following:

Recipient’s Name ____________________________________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________ City__________________
State ________ Zip______________ Phone________________________________________
NOTE:  Gift memberships will be sent directly to the recipient
How to list your recognition on the recipient note:  ____________________________________
Payment by :  ___ Check Enclosed  ___ Credit Card (please complete below)
Credit Card # _____________________________ Expiration Date __________
Mail with payment to:  ASWP – Membership · 614 Dorseyville Road ·Pittsburgh, PA 

Membership Benefits

• 10% Discount on Nature Store Purchases and Bird Seed
• Subscription to Bulletin Newsletter
• Library and Teacher Resource Center Lending Privileges
• Tuition Discounts and Advance Notice On Education Programs
• Invitations to Nature Store Open Houses and Special Events
• 100% Good Feeling for Supporting Environmental Education

National Audubon Society Members

Did you know that less than $3 of your NAS dues goes to support ASWP? By
joining Friends of Audubon, you support local Environmental Education and
Conservation.

A Friends of Audubon Membership Makes a Great Gift

Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania (ASWP), headquartered at
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, is a nonprofit organization
supported in large part through membership dues.

&

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling toll free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement. 

____New or Renewal Membership       ____Gift Membership*

o Individual  $35 o Family  $50 o Naturalist  $100 o Ecologist  $250   

o Conservationist  $500          o Steward  $1000          o Club Level $100  



MISSION STATEMENT
To inspire and educate the people
of Southwestern Pennsylvania to be
respectful and responsible stewards
of the natural world.

HOURS
Tuesday – Saturday 9 am – 5 pm
Sunday 1 pm – 5 pm

Trails Open Year Round
7 Days a Week
Dawn to Dusk
412-963-6100

DIRECTIONS to Todd Nature Reserve
Take Rt. 28 North to the
Butler/Freeport Exit # 17.  Turn right
onto Rt. 356 North, and then right on
to Monroe Road  (< 1 mile).  Travel
about 2 miles, and make a right on to
Kepple Road.  Travel 1.5 miles and
Todd Nature Reserve will be on your
right. Park in the lot and please sign
in at the informational kiosk at the
cabin. Trail maps are located at the
kiosk.

614 Dorseyville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238-1618

Change Is Changeless...
Baby geese, tons of tadpoles,
and 2,225 students visited
Beechwood Farms Nature
Reserve this April, May, and
June. 

And our offsite and outreach
programs continued to grow
by leaps and bounds. 

Our very special thanks to
education interns Jessica Coil
and Taylor Phillips, who both did an amazing job this spring. We wish
them well in all of their future endeavors. 

And so it is with Audubon.
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DIRECTIONS to Beechwood (From Pittsburgh)
Take Route 28 north to Route 8 north/Butler exit. Turn right at first traffic
light on to Kittanning Road which becomes Dorseyville Road. Travel 4.3
miles and Beechwood will be on your left. For additional directions, visit us
at aswp.org

A very vocal American Toad. Photo by Scott Detwiler


