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Most every adult has wonderful childhood memories of special times outdoors.

Maybe it was hiking in the woods, building a dam in a stream, or looking up at a

big, blue sky from beneath a shady tree. These types of experiences help us to

grow and assert our independence, teaching us how we fit into the world around

us. 

At Audubon, it’s in our mission to ensure that the next generation enjoys

similar experiences. But we face some stiff competition—from television and

video games that are keeping more and more kids inside and away from nature.

That’s why we’ve created our new DiscoverGround, an outdoor exploration area

that reintroduces children to the fun of being outside. DiscoverGround is a safe

place for kids to play in an unstructured way, letting them explore and learn

through hands-on experience. It’s our hope that this new discovery area will

spark renewed interest in playing outdoors—providing children and their

families with the inspiration to lead more healthy, active, and environmentally

responsible lives. 

Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania would like to gratefully

acknowledge Dotty and Nick Beckwith and the Beckwith Family Foundation for

their financial support of DiscoverGround. Without their generosity and

encouragement, this project would not have been possible. You can learn more

about DiscoverGround on page 9.

As always, we encourage you to become an active participant in ensuring that

our natural world is healthy and accessible for future generations. We hope that

DiscoverGround will be a fun and engaging new way to make that happen.

Jim
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Ask the Naturalist

Q:  Does anything eat stinkbugs?
Many of our recent columns have featured questions about bugs—so it may surprise you to see yet another. However, we find ourselves

professionally compelled to say something about the critter everybody is talking about, the brown marmorated stinkbug. Chances are one is in

the room with you at this very moment. Marmorated means “veined or streaked like marble,” but look for the white dots along the margin of the

wings as you shoo the next one outside (or do whatever you do with them).

This stinkbug is new to our area, at least in noticeable

numbers. Likely a hitchhiker on wooden crates from Asia

(like the emerald ash borer beetle), it was first recorded in

the United States in Allentown, PA in 1998. It has been

spreading among the mid-Atlantic states since then. In some

areas it is beginning to have a significant effect on apples

and other fruit crops. It pierces the skin of the fruit to feed,

leaving a dime-sized rotten dimple behind.

The stinkbug is named for its stink. We’ve heard the

scent of the brown marmorated stinkbug is reminiscent of

cilantro, though our gourmand skills are insufficient to

confirm this. The stink is of course a defense, emitted under

threat—much like a skunk does. The stink is produced by

two glands in the thorax and is naturally a deterrent to

predators and curious children.

How effective is the stink? Effective if you can smell it.

Birds have a nearly nonexistent sense of smell, though even

some of them will spit out stinkbugs. Insect predators like

mantises aren’t bothered. But if there are natural predators

that aren’t bothered by the smell, why are the bugs running

rampant? Why don’t the predators simply eat them all?

There are two reasons. One is that it can take time for

animals to recognize a new food source. It has been noted

with gypsy moths that over time birds have learned to eat

them, but it took a number of years before that behavior

developed. Some observers have reported local birds eating

the stinkbugs. 

Another reason is the same strategy insects—and

rabbits—have used well for eons: outnumber the enemy. It

takes time for a predator population to catch up to

abundant prey. The pattern is documented in lynx and

snowshoe hares—the hare usually gets a few years of boom

production in before lynx regain parity. Of course, in the

case of the stinkbug, the cycle is starting from scratch, so it

may be some years before predator populations make a

significant difference. 

In the meantime, researchers are looking for other

answers—the stinkbug is vulnerable to several viruses, for

example. But even if the virus is effective, the stinkbugs have

a pretty good head start. So, if you can’t admire the stinkbug

for its beauty or congeniality, you can at least respect it for

its mastery of population dynamics.

Contributed by Scott Detwiler, Environmental Educator

fly a kite•look for tadpoles•use a compass

•build a birdhouse•gaze at the stars•try a

catch a bug whittle a stick•

412-963-6100 •aswp.org

Audubon Nature Store Audubon Nature Store 

get 
Outside!

get
Outside!

Newly hatched brown marmorated stink bugs. Photo Wikimedia Commons
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Notes from ACNP

Bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis), a member of the

Papaveraceae or poppy plant family, is a perennial native to

deciduous forests of the eastern United States. This lovely

flower’s somewhat gruesome name refers to the plant’s reddish

sap in the roots.  It was used by Native Americans as both a

medicine, and a body paint. 

The namesake sap contains strong alkaloids that are

distasteful to grazing mammals, making bloodroot an excellent

choice for gardens with high deer browse. The plant prefers to

grow in partial shade with well-drained soil and may be

interplanted with other native species such as wild ginger

(Asarum canadense), foamflower (Tiarella cordifolia), trillums, ferns,

and creeping phloxes.

Bloodroot appears in early spring as a curled, veiny, five- to

nine-lobed pale green leaf. After a few warm days, the leaf reveals a solitary bud that opens to a showy white flower with

bright yellow stamens. Four long corner petals with shorter petals between give a square shape to this short-lived flower. 

Bloodroot is just one of a number of beautiful and interesting spring-blooming native plants. Some others include:

Viola species, skunk cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus), serviceberry (Amelanchier arborea), black chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa),

spicebush (Lindera benzoin), red maple (Acer rubrum), and white oak (Quercus alba). 

Check out our Audubon Center for Native Plants page at www.aswp.org for updates on available plant species and don’t

forget our Spring Native Plant Sale on May 7!

Getting to know: Bloodroot

Audubon Center for Native Plants

Spring Plant Sale
Saturday, May 7 • 9 am–2 pm

Receive discounts and expert advice 

on native plants • Heirloom tomato

plants available!

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve • Fox Chapel

Photo: Scott Detwiler

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve • Fox Chapel

Make your reservation today! 412-963-6100 or www.aswp.org

Saturday, March 26 • 10 am–3 pm

Maple Fun for the entire family – complete with pancakes!

Visit our EVENTS pages for additional Maple programs for

Scouts and Fledglings

Maple
Madness

Maple
Madness



Educator Workshops
Full-day programming for instructors and interested

adults. Act 48 credit applies. Visit aiu3.net to register.

Pennsylvania Songbirds
Saturdays, April 9 and 16, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Incorporate the study of birds into your curriculum through
Pennsylvania Songbirds, an interdisciplinary environmental
curriculum focusing on Pennsylvania bird species and
habitats.  The K-12 resource guide contains over 50 activities
organized into 7 engaging chapters devoted to biology,
ecology, field studies, research, and more. Utilizing the
unique resources of Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve,
participants will learn background information on our
state’s songbirds as well as participate in many of the
multidisciplinary activities from the curriculum.
Participants should dress for the outdoors (comfortable
shoes that may get dirty are a must!) and bring a bag lunch.

Amazing Insects
Saturdays, May 7 and 14, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Utilizing the resources of Carnegie Museum of Natural

History (5/7) and Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve (5/14),

elementary school teachers will gain a better understanding

of the amazing world of insects. Participants will discover

unique methods for teaching environmental concepts such as

adaptation, food chains, and habitats through field studies,

behind-the-scenes tours, and unique hands-on activities

which can be used in the classroom or on the school

grounds! Participants should dress for the outdoors

(comfortable shoes that may get dirty are a must!), and bring

a bag lunch. 

Adult Eco-Series
A special series just for instructors and interested adults.

Act 48 Credit applies. $2 per member and $5 per

nonmember.

A Natural History of Maple Sugaring
Saturday, March 5, 10:00 am – noon

Join us for an in-depth exploration of maple sugaring in the
United States.  Learn why nature dictates the sugaring
methods we use, and how these methods have changed over
the centuries.  A hike to the sugar bush is included.

The Sex Lives of Spring Ephemerals
Saturday, April 2, 10:00 am – noon

Learn about the unique reproductive strategies of our early
spring wildflowers.  We’ll visit the Audubon Center for
Native Plants and discover early forest blooms.    

Firefly Watch
Saturday, May 7;10:00 am – noon

Firefly Watch, a project of Museum of Science, Boston, Tufts

University, and Fitchburg State College, combines a summer

evening ritual with realscientific research. Join us to learn

more about the project and how to get involved, and learn

more about western Pennsylvania firefly species and their

behaviors. This program will prepare you for the 2011 firefly

season! All participants will be invited to attend ASWP’s

formal Firefly Count at Beechwood in June.
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Upcoming Events
All events at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve unless otherwise noted. Reservations are requested.

Please call 412-963-6100 or visit aswp.org for more information.

adult lifelong learning

Jack-in-the-Pulpit

Firefly (Photinus sp.); David Cappaert, Michigan State University,

Bugwood.org



Wednesday Walks
Every Wednesday throughout the year

Stroll our footpaths with ASWP naturalists.
9:00 am, Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve. 

No registration needed.

Family WalkAbouts
Take a hike! And experience the beauty of nature while

enjoying some family time. $2 per member and $5 per

nonmember.  RSVP 412-963-6100

Spring Flower Hike
Sunday, April 10, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Discover beautiful spring wildflowers and learn to identify
some important species.  

Beechwood Birding Series  
Free bird hikes for beginner and intermediate birders ages 12

and older.  

Spring Migration Hikes
Saturdays, April 16, 30, and May 7, 8:00 am –10:00 am

ASWP bird enthusiasts lead this search for spring migrants.  A

great opportunity to add to your life list! Beginners welcome!

International Migratory Bird Day Hike
Saturday, May 14, 8:00 am – 10:00 am
ASWP bird enthusiasts lead this search for spring migrants and

breeding birds.  All welcome!  

Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club
Free programs begin at 7:00 pm. No registration necessary.  

Mushrooms From Different Parts of N. America
Tuesday, March 15
Club Mycologist and award-winning photographer, John
Plischke III, will show photos from forays in Alberta, Colorado
and New York.

Morel Hunting Basics
Tuesday, April 19
Member and morel hunter, Mike Lloyd, will cover the basics of
successful mushroom hunting.

Taming the Wild Mushroom
Tuesday, May 17

The Club’s Cultivation Team will assemble Pom Pom
mushroom growing kits.  They will also supply interesting

information on this great wild edible.
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ASWP Events

all ages
All Ages Special Events

Maple Madness
Saturday March 26, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm

When the sap runs, it’s maple syrup season!  Our annual event
features a pancake brunch and living history trail where the
entire family can investigate the sweet mystery of turning sap
to syrup. Reserve your space today!  412-963-6100 $6 per
member and $10 per nonmember.

Fairy Gardens—A Make and Take Family

Workshop 
Saturday, May 7, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

The spirit of nature comes alive during this special Mother’s
Day program for the entire family.  You’ll create miniature
landscapes that are perfect indoor or outdoor home accents—
made using plants and items in nature.  We supply the
container, soil, native plants, and direction.  You and your
family scavenge for and add the whimsical details that will
make your garden unique.   $35 per member household; $40
per nonmember household

March is Maple Month!
Look for Maple Sugaring events in all of our program

areas: adults, scouts, all ages, and little ones.
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ASWP Events

Scout Special Topic: Maple Sugaring
Saturday, March 19, 10:00 am –noon 

Experience science and history as you discover the maple sugaring
process.  Learn about maple tree physiology, and compare
production methods used by Native Americans, pioneers, and
modern industry.  This program is open to all scouts, leaders, and
parents. The cost is $6 per person and payment is due at time of
registration.

Scout Badge Day & Planet Party
Saturday, April 30, 10:00 am – noon or 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Troops can fulfill requirements towards nature-related badges,
arrows, try-its, or other awards for most levels of scouting.
Naturalist-led sessions are scheduled on a first-registered, first-
choice basis. Visit www.aswp.org for a list of badge offerings.
Your troop can also participate in ASWP’s Planet Party,
conservation work in our Backyard Habitat scheduled in 1-hour
increments.  Sign up to help before or after your program. Snacks
and drinks provided.  The cost is $6 per scout and payment is due at
time of registration.  Registration opens March 1.

scouts AUDUBON CENTER FOR NATIVE PLANTS

SPRING PROGRAM SERIES

Growing your Business with Rain Gardens 
Friday,  March 4,  8 am – 4:30 pm

This workshop for landscape professionals will introduce the

concept of rain gardens and how they can benefit you and

your clients. Please register in advance.

Cost: $25 per individual or $15 per person for groups of three or

more.

Landscaper/Nursery Professional Open House
Monday, April 4, 9:00-11:00 am

Take a tour of Beechwood’s sustainable rain harvesting

features at the Audubon Center for Native Plants. Contests,

give-aways, and refreshments round out the event. This event

is for landscape and nursery professionals. 

Cost: Free (please present a business card)

Family Rain Garden Workshop 
Sunday, April 10 , 1:30 - 3:30 pm

Bring your family to learn about the importance of rain

gardens and to make a rain barrel and rain chain out of

reclaimed materials (provided). You’ll learn how rain gardens

can bring environmental benefits, financial savings, water

conservation, and landscape enhancement right to your own

back yard. Pre-registration required by April 3.

Cost: $40 per family

Spring Plant Sale
Saturday, May 7, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Get great discounts on native plants at the Audubon Center

for Native Plants. Plant experts will be on hand to answer

your questions. 

Basic Landscaping with Native Plants
Sunday, May 8, 1:30 - 3:30 pm

Learn how to enhance your landscape using native plants,

reduce the spread of invasive species, and explore the

benefits of these adaptable plants. Practice landscape

techniques such as design, edging and pruning.

Cost: $3 members; $5 nonmembers

Fledglings
Give your 3 – 5 year old a head start on a lifetime of loving the

outdoors. $8 per member pair and $10 per nonmember pair

(parent or caregiver must be present). Reserve your space

today! 10:00 – 11:15 am.

Down the Maple Trail
Thursday, March 10

We’re journeying to the sugar bush to learn where maple syrup
comes from!  This program occurs mostly outside—dress warmly
and wear your boots!

Spring Peepers
Thursday, April 7

Peep. . . Peep. . . Knee deep. . .Knee deep!  In early spring, our pond
bubbles over with sound.  Bring your little tadpoles to investigate
why!       

The Dandelion Seed
Thursday, May 12

Dandelion means “lion’s tooth” in French, and its special little
seeds have their very own “parachutes”.  Bring your little seeds to
Beechwood to discover more about dandelions.

little ones
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ASWP News

Thank you and farewell—but not goodbye. 

ASWP is honored to celebrate the achievements of Jim Valimont, who has been a fixture in our history for more than a

quarter century. Jim, a recently retired engineer from PPG, joined ASWP in the 1970s and soon became known as one of

the premier local bird experts. Back then, the Christmas Bird Count compiler seat was occupied by the late G. Bernard Van

Cleve, a 26-year veteran of compiling and entering all of the data recorded by Pittsburgh birdwatchers during this

traditional event. Soon after Van Cleve’s retirement, Jim took the helm as compiler and held the role, himself, for 26

years—until he announced his own retirement at the end of last year.

Jim has also served as an ASWP Trustee and Outings Coordinator. His efforts and dedication were recognized when he

was honored with the W.E. Clyde Todd Award, regarded as the most prestigious award presented by our organization.  

From all of us at ASWP, and on behalf of all of the Christmas Bird Count participants over the past 26 years, thank you

Jim for your passion and dedication. We will miss you as compiler, but look forward to continuing to watch the birds with

you!    

Contributed by Brian Shema, Director of Conservation

What a day!  Rain started at about 6:00 am and didn’t stop until after lunch.  Temperature ranged from 47 to 52°F.  Winds were 0-10 mph.

There was no snow cover.  Ponds were still mostly frozen, but rivers and small streams were all open.  We had 101 observers, 80 in the field and 36

at feeders.  Our totals included 68 species and 33,163 birds.  The species count was three above our 10 year average, and the total count of birds was

over 10,000 higher than the 10 year average, due to the high number of crows. The low counts of certain species are probably due to the weather

conditions rather than a real population decline. 

Pittsburgh Christmas Bird Count Results

Noteworthy sightings:

•A Redhead on the Ohio River was the first seen since 1995

(Jim Gray).  

•Our second Red-breasted Merganser since 1989 was found on

the Ohio River (Jim Gray and Oscar Miller).  

•Five Red-shouldered Hawks, all in Fox Chapel.

•Only 60 Red-tailed Hawks, our lowest total since 1999.  

•Two Merlins, one in Mount Royal Cemetery (Joyce

Hoffmann) and one in RIDC (Steve and Suz Thomas)

continues our record of seeing this species every year but

one since 1997.    

•Five Peregrine Falcons tied the record set last year.  

•743 Rock Pigeons were the lowest total since 1975.

•Four Barred Owls were found this year, a new record, with

one in North Park, one in Fox Chapel, and the other two in

Indiana Township.

•The American Crow count was the second highest ever at

15,120 birds.    

•A lingering Brown Thrasher was found by Brian Shema in

Fox Chapel. 

•Two Common Ravens were found in Pittsburgh again,

making it three out of the last four years for this species.  

•149 White-breasted Nuthatches, lowest total since 1998.

•96 Carolina Wrens were the lowest total since 1994.  

•63 Northern Mockingbirds, second highest total ever. 

•8,371 European Starlings were the highest total since the

1980 record of 23,043. 

•It was a good year for American Tree Sparrows, with 55

distributed among 10 of the 12 count areas.  This was the

most seen since 1991, but far from the record of 609 set

in 1968 when much of the count area was still

agricultural. 

•A Fox Sparrow was found in North Park (Bob Van

Newkirk), only the second in the last 10 years.

•Six Swamp Sparrows were a new record, with five found

by Brian Shema behind Shadyside Academy.  

•116 White-throated Sparrows, the lowest total since 1994.  

•Three species were seen during count week, including

Bald Eagle, Turkey Vulture, and Common Grackle.

Thanks to all of the compilers and participants for a

making this another successful count year. 

Compiled by Jim Valimont

View the complete Pittsburgh CBC results at www.aswp.org.

Change is Changeless answer: Jumping Spider
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ASWP News

As Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania

prepares to open its new DiscoverGround outdoor

nature discovery area for kids, we encourage you to

take a look at the benefits of getting children outside.

DiscoverGround is our initiative to help children

rediscover the joy of play — of rolling down a grassy

hill, climbing on a fallen log, or building a fort. We

want to be sure that these experiences — such a

valuable part of childhood — are available to today’s

children who far too often turn to technology for entertainment. 

“Time in nature is not leisure time, but an essential investment in our children’s health,” according to Richard Louv,

author of Last Child in the Woods.  Meaningful experiences outdoors aren’t just about fresh air. They’re valuable ways to

reduce stress, gain physical health, build a sense of spirit, develop creativity, and learn how to play well with others.

Studies have shown that playing outdoors helps children to build attention, observation skills, and learning through fun

failures (the collapse of a snow fort, for instance).  It opens up a world of personal and professional opportunities for a

lifetime.  

While some may fear that playing outside is a safety risk, we believe that it’s unhealthy to fear nature — learning what’s

out there is the best way to approach it safely and with respect. Creative nature play allows children to make snap

decisions not often encountered in a controlled environment, building confidence and character. 

It also allows for unstructured learning that cannot be attained inside a classroom. Nature is a real, hands-on experience

that differs from day to day and moment to moment. We believe that the best teachable moments slip quietly into our

everyday living without us needing to conjure them up.  All it takes is being in the natural world — and the desire to live

in the moment of a light breeze, a rain drop, or a snowflake. 

Beginning this spring, visit DiscoverGround at Beechwood. Look for it next to our parking lot. And prepare to see your

children (or grandchildren) rediscover the sheer joy of outdoor play.

Contributed by Trisha O’Neill, Director of Education and Rachel Handel, Director of Communications

Rediscovering Childhood Through Nature Play

A detail of the new DiscoverGround outdoor nature discovery area. Image: LandCurrent



We’re pleased to announce that we have two new staff members. Jennifer Zaltman

and Katie Butler recently started their jobs as our new development team.

Jennifer will serve as our Director of Community Relations, working on securing

corporate support for our organization as well as on special events. Growing up in

the area, Jennifer fondly recalls hiking Beechwood’s trails with her mother — now

she brings her children to hike the same trails. Before joining our staff, Jennifer

worked in several advertising agencies in Boston and Pittsburgh, as well as for the

Georgia Museum of Art and the Pittsburgh International Children’s Theater. Most

recently, she worked as the director of marketing for a regional community bank.

Describing herself as “The one who never stops running around,” Jennifer is looking

forward to bringing people together to show off all that ASWP has to offer. 

Rounding out the team is Katie, a Hampton native who has worked for the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre and Pittsburgh

Symphony Orchestra. Katie, our Director of Donor relations, most recently worked for the American Heart Association. An

avid arts lover, she’s been involved in musical theater and voice from childhood. Katie adds that she’s an animal lover, too,

and volunteered at a hoofed animal rescue farm during her time at Allegheny College. She lives in Shaler with her husband,

Jim and their dog, Roxy.        
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Tony Miscoe

Piccadilly Herb Club

Gilbert Miskimmin

Diana Chiaverini

Marion Popivchak
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Gerard (Jerry) Heck
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memorials

recognition

Development

Jean Hitchcock

John Hitchcock

Nancy Fales
Howard, Marnie, Riley, and Miller

Owens

Jane Wentling
Howard, Marnie, Riley, and Miller

Owens

After printing our latest annual report, we found that we’d inadvertently

omitted several donors who had graciously contributed to Audubon Society of

Western Pennslvania over the past year. We sincerely apologize for this oversight,

and extend our appreciation for these donors’ continued support of our

organization.

We wish to recognize these individuals and thank them for their generosity.

Our new team: Katie Butler (l) and Jen

Zaltman (r).

ASWP Welcomes our new Development Team

$5,000 to $14,999

Mr. Ward Allebach and Ms. Lisa

Steagall

$1,000 to $4,999

Mr. and Mrs. E. Michael Boyle

Dr. and Mrs. E. Reese Owens

Mr. and Mrs. Davitt B. Woodwell

$500 to $999

Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell King

Dr. and Mrs. Jonas Johnson

Mr. Frederick W. Okie

Ms. Joan I. Vondra and Mr. Thomas S.

Chang

Mr. Neil Resnick and Ms. Susan

Greenspan

2011 Annual Report Update

$250 to $499

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Braham

Ms. Joanne McCloskey and Ms.

Rosemary Hogan

$100 to $249

Mrs. Virginia McQuown

Ms. Abigail Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. Don Lightner

Ms. Judith Ruszkowski

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Solomon

Dr. and Mrs. Charles H. Srodes

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tarhi

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Zufall

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Wolff

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Klaput

Ms. Nancy Glazener and Mr. Paul

Foster

Mr. Gordon Haw
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ASWP Gratefully Acknowledges the

Generous Support Received from the

Following Corporations, 

Foundation, and Trust Funds

$50,000 +

Beckwith Family Foundation

Ecologically Concerned of

Zelienople

$25,000-49,999

Laurel Foundation

$10,000-$24,999

Dominion Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

Chester A. Davies Trust

Constellation Energy

Davison Design and

Development, Inc

Hawksglen Foundation

The Florence Boyer Foundation

pair Networks, Inc.

$1,000-$4,999

Fox Chapel District Association

The Pittsburgh Foundation

The Techs

T.N. Walker, Inc.

UPMC Health Plan

$500-$999

BNY Mellon

Fox Chapel Area Rotary

Fox Chapel Garden Club

Garden Club Federation of PA, 

Dist. IX

Interiors By Decorating Den

$250-$499

Pennsylvania Environmental

Council

PPG Industries Foundation

The Songbird Sanctuary LLC

Talisman Energy, Inc.

Membership

Support ASWP By Becoming a Member

or Purchasing a Gift Membership

Your Name_______________________________ Email___________________

Address_____________________________________ City__________________

State ________ Zip______________ Phone________________________________________

Employer (for matching gifts)___________________________________________________

*If this is a Gift Membership, please complete above section and the following:

Recipient’s Name ____________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________ City__________________

State ________ Zip______________ Phone________________________________________

NOTE:  Gift memberships will be sent directly to the recipient

How to list your recognition on the recipient note:  ____________________________________

Payment by :  ___ Check Enclosed  ___ Credit Card (please complete below)

Credit Card # _____________________________ Expiration Date __________

Mail with payment to:  ASWP – Membership · 614 Dorseyville Road ·Pittsburgh, PA 

Membership Benefits

• 10% Discount on Nature Store Purchases and Bird Seed

• Subscription to Bulletin Newsletter

• Library and Teacher Resource Center Lending Privileges

• Tuition Discounts and Advance Notice On Education Programs

• Invitations to Nature Store Open Houses and Special Events

• 100% Good Feeling for Supporting Environmental Education

National Audubon Society Members

Did you know that less than $3 of your NAS dues goes to support ASWP? By joining

Friends of Audubon, you support local Environmental Education and Conservation.

A Friends of Audubon Membership Makes a Great Gift

Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania (ASWP), headquartered at

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, is a nonprofit organization supported in

large part through membership dues.

&

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania

Department of State by calling toll free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. 

Registration does not imply endorsement. 

____New or Renewal Membership       ____Gift Membership*

Individual  $35 o Family  $50 o Naturalist  $100 o Ecologist  $250   

o Conservationist  $500          o Steward  $1000          o Club Level $100  



DIRECTIONS to Beechwood (From

Pittsburgh)
Take Route 28 north to Route 8

North/Butler exit. Turn right at first

traffic light on to Kittanning Road

which becomes Dorseyville Road.

Travel 4.3 miles and Beechwood

will be on your left. For additional

directions, visit us at aswp.org.

Route 28 construction may cause

delays. Please allow additional

travel time. 

HOURS
Tuesday – Saturday 9 am – 5 pm

Sunday 1 pm – 5 pm

Trails open year-round, 7 days a

week, dawn to dusk

412-963-6100

DIRECTIONS to Todd Nature Reserve

Take Rt. 28 North to the

Butler/Freeport Exit 17.  Turn right

at Rt. 356 North, and then right at

Monroe Road.  Travel about 2 miles,

and make a right at  Kepple Road.

Travel 1.5 miles and Todd Nature

Reserve will be on your right. Park

in the lot and please sign in at the

informational kiosk at the cabin.

Trail maps are located at the kiosk.

614 Dorseyville Road

Pittsburgh, PA 15238-1618

Change Is Changeless...
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MISSION STATEMENT

To inspire and educate the people of Southwestern Pennsylvania to be

respectful and responsible stewards of the natural world.

Become a fan of Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania on Facebook and

receive updates on Beechwood and Todd Nature Reserves.

Something from the new crop of alien movies?  Nope, this is one of our

indoor winter wildlife visitors. Find out who on page 8. 
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